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49	
   Perhaps	
  I	
  should	
  have	
  judged	
  better,	
  but	
  I	
  have	
  not	
  the	
  talent,	
  which	
  some	
  
people	
  possess,	
  of	
  conversing	
  easily	
  with	
  those	
  I	
  have	
  never	
  seen	
  before.	
  

51	
   In	
  vain	
  I	
  have	
  struggled.	
  It	
  will	
  not	
  do.	
  My	
  feelings	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  repressed.	
  You	
  
must	
  allow	
  me	
  to	
  tell	
  you	
  how	
  ardently	
  I	
  admire	
  and	
  love	
  you.	
  I	
  have	
  waged	
  a	
  
great	
  war	
  with	
  these	
  feelings	
  almost	
  from	
  the	
  first	
  moments	
  of	
  our	
  
acquaintance.	
  Yet	
  despite	
  all	
  my	
  struggles	
  with	
  these	
  feelings	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  
powerless	
  to	
  alter	
  my	
  deep	
  attachment	
  to	
  you.	
  I	
  need	
  hardly	
  say	
  that	
  I	
  should	
  
be	
  harshly	
  judged	
  for	
  considering	
  the	
  prospect	
  of	
  allying	
  my	
  family	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  
such	
  inferior	
  circumstances.	
  Such	
  an	
  alliance	
  might	
  well	
  lessen	
  my	
  sister	
  
Georgiana’s	
  prospects	
  and	
  will	
  most	
  certainly	
  be	
  harshly	
  considered	
  by	
  Lady	
  
Catherine	
  de	
  Bourgh,	
  it	
  being	
  a	
  clear	
  rejection	
  of	
  the	
  design	
  to	
  align	
  me	
  with	
  her	
  
daughter.	
  But	
  I	
  must	
  abandon	
  all	
  good	
  judgment	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  that	
  these	
  
circumstances	
  mean	
  nothing	
  to	
  me	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  the	
  admiration	
  I	
  feel	
  for	
  you.	
  I	
  
beg	
  you,	
  most	
  fervently,	
  to	
  ease	
  my	
  suffering	
  and	
  accept	
  my	
  hand.	
  

51	
   You	
  take	
  an	
  eager	
  interest	
  in	
  that	
  gentleman’s	
  concerns.	
  

52	
   Mu	
  faults,	
  according	
  to	
  your	
  calculations,	
  are	
  heavy	
  indeed!	
  …	
  These	
  bitter	
  
accusations	
  might	
  have	
  been	
  suppressed	
  had	
  I	
  with	
  greater	
  policy	
  concealed	
  my	
  
struggles…	
  

52	
   You	
  have	
  said	
  quite	
  enough,	
  madam.	
  I	
  perfectly	
  comprehend	
  your	
  feelings.	
  I	
  
have	
  now	
  only	
  to	
  be	
  ashamed	
  of	
  what	
  my	
  own	
  have	
  been.	
  …	
  

53	
   It	
  was	
  in	
  this	
  context	
  I	
  took	
  it	
  upon	
  myself	
  to	
  watch	
  your	
  sister	
  carefully.	
  

54	
   -­‐-­‐would	
  be	
  required.	
  I	
  acquiesced.	
  But	
  studying	
  the	
  law	
  was	
  mere	
  pretence,	
  
and	
  within	
  a	
  matter	
  of	
  months,	
  deeply	
  in	
  debt	
  and	
  having	
  gained	
  a	
  reputation	
  
for	
  idleness,	
  dissipation	
  and	
  worse,	
  Wickham	
  applied	
  to	
  me	
  again,	
  returning	
  to	
  
his	
  original	
  wish	
  to	
  be	
  ordained	
  and	
  requiring	
  yet	
  more	
  funds.	
  Certain	
  that	
  
George	
  Wickham	
  ought	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  clergyman,	
  I	
  refused	
  to	
  comply.	
  

	
  

	
  


